
FACT FILE: 
China

Background 
Geography:

Location Eastern Asia, bordering the East China Sea, Korea 
Bay, Yellow Sea, and South China Sea, between 
North Korea and Vietnam

Borders Afghanistan, Bhutan, Burma, India, Kazakhstan, 
North Korea, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Mongolia, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan, Vietnam 

Area 9,596,960 sq km

Coastline 14,500 km

Terrain mostly mountains, high plateaus, deserts in west; 
plains, deltas, and hills in east

Climate extremely diverse; tropical in south to subarctic in 
north

Natural 
resources

coal, iron ore, helium, petroleum, natural gas, 
arsenic, bismuth, cobalt, cadmium, ferrosilicon, 
gallium, germanium, hafnium, indium, lithium, 
mercury, tantalum, tellurium, tin, titanium, 
tungsten, antimony, manganese, magnesium, 
molybdenum, selenium, strontium, vanadium, 
magnetite, aluminum, lead, zinc, rare earth 
elements, uranium, hydropower potential (world's 
largest), arable land

Land use agricultural land: 54.7% (2018 est.)
arable land: 11.3% (2018 est.)
permanent crops: 1.6% (2018 est.)
permanent pasture: 41.8% (2018 est.)
forest: 22.3% (2018 est.)
other: 23% (2018 est.)

Further notes Overwhelming majority of population found in 
eastern half.
Natural hazards: typhoons, floods, tsunamis, 
earthquakes, droughts, subsidence



Politics: 
Government Communist party-led state

Suffrage 18 years of age; universal

Disputes and 
Unrest

Border disputes with India, Bhutan, Russia (recently 
resolved). Some disputes over islands in shipping lanes 
with Vietnam, Taiwan, North Korea and Russia. Involved in 
disputes over dams involving Burma (Myanmar) and 
Thailand.

Further notes After World War II, the Chinese Communist Party 
established an autocratic socialist system that ensured 
China's sovereignty but imposed strict controls over 
everyday life and cost many lives. After 1978, China 
focused on market-oriented economic development and 
by 2000 output had quadrupled. 

Economics:

Currency Yuan

General picture World leader in gross value of 
industrial output. 

UN classification Developing

Key sectors Mining and ore processing, metals, 
coal; machine building; armaments; 
textiles and apparel; petroleum; 
cement; chemicals; fertilizer; 
consumer products (including 
footwear, toys, and electronics); food 
processing; transportation equipment; 
telecommunications equipment, 
space equipment

GDP per capita( $14344 (2017) 106th in world.

Agricultural products maize, rice, vegetables, wheat, sugar 
cane, potatoes, cucumbers, tomatoes, 
watermelons, sweet potatoes

Debt $2,027,950,000,000 (2019)

Import partners South Korea 9%, Japan 8%, Australia 
7% 

Commodities imported crude petroleum, integrated circuits, 
iron, natural gas, cars, gold (2019) 

Export partners United States 17%, Hong Kong 10%, 
Japan 6% 

Commodities exported broadcasting equipment, computers, 
integrated circuits, office machinery 
and parts, telephones (2019) 



Average life 
expectancy

76.3 years

Ethnicities Han Chinese 91.6%, Zhuang 1.3%, other  7.1% 

Religion Non-religious 52%, Buddhist 18%, Christian 5%, folk religion 22%, Other 

3%

Further notes In October 2015, the Chinese Government announced that it would change 

its rules to allow all couples to have two children, loosening a 1979 

mandate that restricted many couples to one child.

Population and trends: 

Population 1,397,897,720 (largest in the world)

Median age 38.4 years

Population 
growth rate

0.26%

Poverty and well-being:
Literacy Male: 98.5%, Female: 95.2% [1]

Unemployment 
rate

3.84% (2019), 52nd in world

Population below 
poverty line

0.6%

Inequality index 
(Gini)

38.5

HPI: 17%, 51st of 140

Energy: 
Electricity 62% fossil, 2% nuclear, 18% hydroelectric, 18% 

other renewables

Crude oil 
production

3.773 million barrels/day (7th in world)

Carbon 
Footprint

6.5 tonnes per capita, world average 4.7

Ecological 
Footprint

3.7gha (world average = 2.75)
Sustainable 1.63

Energy use 
(kWh per 
person)

27452



Biodiversity

Species 
numbers on 
land

51023 species, 6.5% of world total

Endangered 
species 
numbers

75 mammals, 85 birds, 39 reptiles, 87 amphibians, 121 

fish, 15 molluscs, 475 plants

Pollution and Waste:

Waste 
measured Sept 
2018  (total 
logged by 
World Bank)

 1.02 kg per person per day

Air pollution  
deaths per 
100,000

 73

Cars per 1000 
people

204

Public transport 1550 billion passenger km in 2019-20; 3660 million 
passengers, 2019.

Gasoline fuel 
consumption 
(litres per 
capita)

0.22

Transport:

Happy Planet Index:

Happy Planet 
Index

25.7, 72nd of 140



Climate Action
Paris agreement pledges:

Unconditional target by 2030: 33-47% above 2010.

Climate action tracker rates China as Highly Insufficient. The post-
2020 commitment is not consistent with holding warming to below 2 
degrees C, never mind 1.5 degrees C. It is consistent with raising 
temperatures by 3-4 degrees C.  

Plans and policies put in place since Paris:


