
FACT FILE: Costa 
Rica

Background 
Geography [1]:Location Central America

Borders Nicuaragua, Panama, Caribbean Sea and North 
Pacific

Area "total: 51,100 sq km

land: 51,060 sq km

water: 40 sq km

note: includes Isla del Coco"

Coastline 1,290 km

Proximity to the 
sea

Mean elevation is 746 m

Terrain Coastal plains with hundreds of rugged mountains 
and volcanoes, some of which are active

Climate Dry and wet seasons (tropical/subtropical)

Natural 
resources

Hydropower

Land use agricultural land: 37.1% (2018 est.)

arable land: 4.9% (2018 est.)

permanent crops: 6.7% (2018 est.)

permanent pasture: 25.5% (2018 est.)

forest: 51.5% (2018 est.)

other: 11.4% (2018 est.) [1]



Politics:
Government Presidential republic (no monarchy)

Suffrage Universal – 18 years old

Disputes and 
Unrest

Border disputes with Nicaragua, particularly concerning 
the San Juan River

Further notes Named by Christopher Columbus and colonised by Spain 
in the 16th century, before achieving independence in 
1838 [9]

Economics:
Currency Costa Rica colon [11]

General picture Steady growth, steady inflation of consumer prices, 
steadily increasing unemployment [3]

UN 
classification

Developing country [6]

System of 
government

Presidential republic

Key sectors agriculture: 5.5% (2017 est.)
industry: 20.6% (2017 est.)
services: 73.9% (2017 est.)

Up-and-coming 
sectors 
(development)

Tourism and renewable energy [4]

Tourism Popular destination due to low crime rate, renowned 
forests and coffee! Millions of tourists visit each year [10]

GDP per capita $19642

Agricultural 
products

Sugar cane, pineapples, bananas, milk, oil palm fruit, 
fruit, oranges, watermelons, cassava, rice

Debt Rising:
48.9% of GDP (2017 est.)
44.9% of GDP (2016 est.)

Commodities 
imported

Refined petroleum, broadcasting equipment, car 
manufacturing, medical instruments, and packaged 
medicaments [14]

Export partners United States 38%, Netherlands 6%, Belgium 5%  (2019)

Commodities 
exported

Bananas, coffee, sugar, beef, tropical fruits, orthopedic 
appliances, food preparations and medical instruments



Average life 
expectancy

79.41 years

Ethnicities White or Mestizo 83.6%, Mulatto 6.7%, Indigenous 2.4%, Black of African 

descent 1.1%, other 1.1%, none 2.9%, unspecified 2.2% (2011 estimate)

Religion Roman Catholic 71.8%, Evangelical and Pentecostal 12.3%, other 

Protestant 2.6%, Jehovah's Witness 0.5%, other 2.4%, none 10.4% (2016 

estimate)

Population and trends:
Population 5,151,140 (2021 estimate)

Median age 32.6 years

Population 
growth rate

1.04% (2021 estimate)

Poverty and well-being:
Literacy 97.9% of age 15 and over can read and write 

(equal within 0.1% between male and female)

Youth 
unemployment

20.6%. 17.6% for male, 25.9% for female (2017 estimate)

Unemployment 
rate

8.1%, 127th in world

Population below 
poverty line

21% (2019 estimate)

Inequality index 
(Gini)

48

HPI: 15%, 19th in world

Energy:
Electricity 0% from fossil fuels , 82% from renewables 

including 64% hydroelectric (2017 estimate)

Crude oil 
production

0 barrels per day – 124th in the world

Carbon 
footprint

1.66 tonnes per person per year. World average = 
4.7

Ecological 
footprint

2.84 gha (world average = 2.75). 75th in world.
Sustainable = 1.63gha

Energy use per 
capita (kWh)

12016



Biodiversity:

Species 
numbers on 
land

> 500,000 species total [20]

Endangered 
species 
numbers

> 200 animals [21]

Marine life 
notes

Responsible for protected marine territories with 
rich marine biodiversity. Visited by five sea turtle 
species. [16]

Pollution and Waste:

Waste 
measured Sept 
2018  (total 
logged by 
World Bank)

 1.36kg per person per day

Air pollution  
(deaths per 
100000)

26.4

Plastic 
pollution

0.26 kg plastic waste generated per person per day 
(2010) 

Transport:

Cars per 1000 
people

224

Public transport 
usage

Figures not available

Gasoline fuel 
consumption 
(litres per 
capita per day)

0.59

Happy Planet Index:

Happy Planet 
Index

44.7 (1st)



Climate Action
Paris agreement pledges:

Look at climateactiontracker.org by country – Pledges and Targets

target of 9.4 MtCO2e emissions in 2030 and an indicative emissions 
level of 10.9 MtCO2e emissions by 2021

Additional target to cap per capita emissions at 1.7 tCO2e  by 2030

Costa Rica’s National Programme for Carbon Neutrality:  the 
government has established a voluntary domestic carbon market 
where businesses can buy emissions offsets, but only after they have 
done everything possible to reduce their own emissions. The 
programme also establishes a “C-Neutral” (carbon neutral) 
certification .

Energy plan aspiring to achieve and sustain 100% renewable energy 
by 2021 (at 90% in 2014).

Moratorium (temporary ban) on oil exploration and exploitation from 2021-
2050.

Transport policies for electrification, changing how people travel and 
increasing energy efficiency.

Tax and regulatory incentives for electric vehicles (tax exemptions, 
preferential parking, more charging stations etc.).

Prioritisation of renewable energy for transportation.

Law on bicycle mobility and security to encourage cycling.

Finance for buying low-carbon agricultural technologies.

Reducing area used for livestock and reducing GHG emissions from 
livestock by 2% per year.

Land use change (agriculture, forestry and so on) partly regulated 
through emissions trading scheme.

ON TRACK to meet its Paris targets.

Plans and policies put in place since Paris 
[climateactiontracker.org]:



Sources and further reading:
[1] https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/morocco/

[2] 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/climate-change-report
-card-co2-emissions
[3] https://www.statista.com/statistics/443317/unemployment-rate-in-costa-rica/

[4] https://www.bizlatinhub.com/four-booming-sectors-in-costa-rica-for-business/

[5] https://climateactiontracker.org/countries/

[6] 
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/wesp/wesp_current/2014wesp_cou
ntry_classification.pdf
[7] 
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/gini-coefficient-by-country

[8] https://www.britannica.com/place

[9] https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14123260

[10] 
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/here-s-your-travel-guide-to-costa-rica.html

[11] https://www.globalexchange.es/en/currencies-of-the-world/
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https://www.indexmundi.com/morocco/economy_profile.html#:~:text=Key%2
0sectors%20of%20the%20economy,broker%20for%20business%20throughout%20
Africa
.[13] 
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/the-most-visited-countries-in-africa.html

[14] https://oec.world/en/profile/country/cri
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odiversity%20includes%20more%20than,marine%20ecosystems%20are%20especia
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indEvents:[19] https://ourworldindata.org/air-pollution
https://outworldindata.org/plastic-pollution

[20] https://www.fauna-flora.org/countries/costa-rica
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