
FACT FILE: India

Background 
Geography:

Location Asia

Borders Bangladesh 4142 km, Bhutan 659 km, Burma 1468 
km, China 2659 km, Nepal 1770 km, Pakistan 3190 
km

Area 3,287,263 sq km 

Terrain upland plain (Deccan Plateau) in south, flat to 
rolling plain along the Ganges, deserts in west, 
Himalayas in north

Climate varies from tropical monsoon in south to 
temperate in north 

Natural 
resources

coal (fourth-largest reserves in the world), 
antimony, iron ore, manganese, mica, bauxite, rare 
earth elements, titanium ore, chromite, natural 
gas, diamonds, petroleum, limestone, arable land 
India produces 95 minerals, including:
• Four fuel-related minerals.
• Ten metallic minerals.
• 23 non-metallic minerals.
• Three atomic minerals.
• 55 minor minerals (including building and other 

minerals).
Globally, India is ranked as one of the leading 
producers of valuable minerals such as chromite, 
iron ore, coal and bauxite.

Land use agricultural land: 60.5% (2018 est.)

arable land: 52.8% (2018 est.)

permanent crops: 4.2% (2018 est.)

permanent pasture: 3.5% (2018 est.)

forest: 23.1% (2018 est.)



Politics:
Government federal parliamentary republic 

Suffrage universal

Disputes and 
Unrest

Extremist Hindu politics has led to conflicts and 
repression of those of other religions.

Economics:
UN 
classification

Developing

Key sectors the diverse economy encompasses traditional 
village farming, modern agriculture, a wide range 
of modern industries, and a multitude of services 
fuelled by a large percentage of English speakers 

GDP per capita $6,700 (168th in world)

Agricultural 
products

sugar cane, rice, wheat, buffalo milk, milk, 
potatoes, vegetables, bananas, maize, 
mangoes/guavas
 India is the world's largest producer of milk, pulses 
and jute, and ranks as the second largest producer 
of rice, wheat, sugarcane, groundnut, vegetables, 
fruit and cotton. It is also one of the leading 
producers of spices, fish, poultry, livestock and 
plantation crops. Worth $ 2.1 trillion, India is the 
world's third largest economy after the US and 
China.

Debt 70% of GDP (gross)

Commodities 
imported

crude petroleum, gold, coal, diamonds, natural gas 
(2019)

partners Exports: United States 17%, United Arab Emirates 
9%, China 5% (2019)
Imports: China 15%, United States 7%, United Arab 
Emirates 6%, Saudi Arabia 5% (2019)

Commodities 
exported

refined petroleum, diamonds, packaged medicines, 
jewellery, cars (2019)



Average life 
expectancy

70

Ethnicities Indo-Aryan 72%,
Dravidian 25%,
Mongoloid and other 3% (2000) 

Religion Hindu 79.8%, Muslim 14.2%, Christian 2.3%, Sikh 
1.7% 

Population and trends:
Population 1,380,000, 35% urban, 17.7% of world total

Median age 28

Population 
growth rate

0.99%

Poverty and well-being:
Literacy
Male-Female

74%
Male 65% Female 54%

Unemployment 
rate

8.5%

Population below 
poverty line

21.9%

Inequality index 
(Gini)

35.7
HPI: 31%, 103rd out of 140 countries

Energy:

Electricity 28% from renewables

Fossil fuel 
production

709,000 barrels crude oil per day.
(No. 25 in world)

Carbon 
footprint

1.84 tonnes per person per year, world average = 4.7

Ecological 
footprint

1.16 gha (world average = 2.75), 
sustainable = 1.63

Energy use 
(kWh per 
capita)

6924



Biodiversity:

Mammal 
Species

Megadiverse, contains 
many unique species. 

Endangered 
species 
numbers

Mammals: 95
Birds: 80
Reptiles: 52
Amphibians: 74

Fishes: 213
Molluscs: 6
Other Inverts: 128
Plants: 325

Pollution and Waste:

Waste 
measured Sept 
2018  (total 
logged by 
World Bank)

0.34 kg per person per day

Air pollution 223 deaths per 100,000, 2017 approx. 18% of all 
deaths

Cars per 1000 
people

70

Public transport 
usage

Rail: 1305 billion passenger kilometres, 2019
8418 million passengers, 2018

Gasoline fuel 
consumption 
(litres per 
capita)

0.05

Transport:

Happy Planet Index:

Happy Planet 
Index

29.2 (50th)



Climate Action

Paris agreement pledges:

Unconditional target for 2030: 33-35% below 2005. That is 413-445% 
of 1990.

Rated Paris compatible by Climate Action Tracker.

Climate action tracker - India can achieve its NDC target with currently 
implemented policies

2017: 305% of 1990 levels
6.6% of world emissions, has 17.7% of world population.
1.8 tonnes CO2 per person per year.

Plans and policies put in place since Paris:
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