
FACT FILE: Morocco

Background [1]

Geography:

Location Northwest African coast

Borders North Atlantic and Mediterranean seas.  Algeria to 
the north Western Sahara and Mauritania to South
Western Sahara disputed territory on going conflict 
80% control by Morocco, 20% control self-
proclaimed Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic. 
Spanish controlled islands off the Atlantic coast.

Area 446,300 square kilometres of land. Plus 266,000 
Km2  Western Sahara. Total 710850 km2

Terrain Mountainous northern coast and interior, bordered 
by large plateaus and valleys, and fertile coastal 
plains. Western Sahara largely dessert

Climate Mediterranean, becoming more extreme in the 
interior. Hot, dry desert in the south. Rain is rare. 
Cold, offshore currents produce fog and heavy dew. 
Arid and semiarid climate and is battling 
desertification and a trend of reduced rainfall 
attributed to climate change.

Natural 
resources

Phosphates, iron ore, manganese, lead, zinc, fish, 
salt

Land use agricultural land: 67.5% (2018 est.)
arable land: 17.5% (2018 est.)
permanent crops: 2.9% (2018 est.)
permanent pasture: 47.1% (2018 est.)
forest: 11.5% (2018 est.)
other: 21% (2018 est.)



Politics:
Government Parliamentary constitutional monarchy (king as 

chief of state, prime minister as head of 
government)

Suffrage 18 years old, universal Moroccan includes 
controlled Western Sahara

Economics:

Currency Dirham (MAD) [11]

General picture Steady growth, low inflation, and gradually falling 
unemployment

UN 
classification

Developing country [6]

Key sectors Agriculture, tourism, aerospace, automotive, phosphates, 
textiles, apparel, and subcomponents [12]

Up-and-coming 
sectors 
(development)

Port, transportation, and industrial infrastructure (to 
position itself as a centre and broker for business 
throughout Africa)

Tourism Morocco is the most popular country to visit in Africa [13]

GDP per capita $7415 (156th in world)

Agricultural 
products

Wheat, sugar beet, milk, potatoes, olives, 
tangerines/mandarins, tomatoes, oranges, barley, onions

Debt 65.1% of GDP (2017 estimate)

Commodities 
imported

semimanufactures and industrial equipment, crude oil, 
and food commodities [8]

Export partners Spain 23.2%, France 22.6%, Italy 4.5%, US 4.2% (2017)

Commodities 
exported

Clothing and textiles, automobiles, electric components, 
inorganic chemicals, transistors, crude minerals, 
fertilizers (including phosphates), petroleum products, 
citrus fruits, vegetables, fish. One of world's only 
exporters of pure cobalt, for use in electric cars. [20]



Average life 
expectancy

73.56 years

Ethnicities Arab-Berber 99%

Other 1%

Religion Muslim by vast majority.

Population and trends:
Population 36,561,813 (July 2021 est.) – 40th in the world.

Median age 29.1 years

Population 
growth rate

0.92% (2021 estimate)

Poverty and well-being:

Literacy
Male  Female

73.8%
Male 83%  Female 64%

Youth 
unemployment

22.2% (15-24 years old)

Unemployment 
rate

9.23% (2019 estimate)

10.7% M 17.7% F

Population below 
poverty line

15% (2007 estimate)

Inequality index 
(Gini)

39.5

HPI: 25%, 86th out of 140 countries

Energy:
Electricity 68% from fossil fuels (2016 estimate), 31% from 

renewables (2017 estimate) Noor Solar Power Plant 
largest in world.

Fossil fuel 
production

160 barrels per day of crude oil  (2018 estimate) – 
98th in the world

Carbon 
footprint

1.64 tonnes per person per year, world average = 
4.7

Ecological 
footprint

1.68gha, world average = 2.75
Sustainable = 1.63

Energy use 
(kWh per 
capita)

7228



Biodiversity:

Species 
numbers on 
land

> 24,000 animal species, 7,000 plant species [15]

Endangered 
species 
numbers

> 600 [15]

Marine life 
notes

Among countries with highest fish diversity [15]
Species endangered including shark and tuna.Pollution and Waste:

Waste  1.46kg per person per day

Air pollution  46 deaths per 100,000

Happy Planet Index:

Happy Planet 
Index

32.7 (33rd)



Cars per 1000 
people

111

Public transport 
usage

35 million rail passengers, 2018

Gasoline fuel 
consumption 
(litres per 
capita per day)

0.06

Transport:

Climate Action
Paris agreement pledges [5 – directly 

quoted]:
To unconditionally reduce greenhouse gas emissions including land 
use, land use change and forestry in 2030 by 17% below “business as 
usual” projections, resulting in emissions of 141 megatons CO2 
emissions per year in 2030. 

With conditions of access to new sources of finance and additional 
support: the 17% above becomes 42%, and 141 megatons above 
become 99 megatons. 

The second biennial update report estimates that in the years 2015–
2018 Morocco received $157 million in financial support from the 
international community. To implement these actions, Morocco still 
requires an overall investment of $39 billion (down from a previous 
estimate of 50 billion between 2010 and 2030). 

Morocco has an objective of reducing its overall energy consumption 
by 15% by 2030. 

Government target to have 42% of electricity production from 
renewables by 2020, and 52% by 2030. [2]

The Morocco Integrated Wind Energy Program aims to increase the 
capacity of national wind farms from close to 800 MW in 2015 to 2 GW 
by 2020. [5]

Internationally determined contributions submitted in 2015. Nationally 
determined contributions submitted in 2016 raised ambitions for emissions 
reductions by explicitly including additional emissions reduction contributions 
from agriculture, forestry and other land use. 

As an extension of the Morocco Hydroelectric Plan, Morocco plans to 
install an additional hydroelectric capacity of 775 MW by 2020, in 
addition to the 1.3 GW already installed in 2010. [5]

Plans and policies put in place since Paris:



Progress towards meeting obligations:

34-35% of electricity from renewables (2018). [2] [5]

Morocco Solar Plan: Morocco has the most concentrated solar farm in 
the world.  Part financed by the World Bank and the Clean Technology 
Fund. Used for the country's electricity production. [3]

This saves the planet from over 760,000 tonnes of carbon emissions. 
[3]

In December 2018, Morocco commissioned the 1.4 GW Safi ultra-
supercritical coal power plant, which is expected to supply around 
25% of Morocco’s total electricity and will be operational in 2023-
2024. [5]

Natural gas is projected to reach 23% of total electricity installed 
capacity by 2030 in Morocco. [5]

At the end of 2019, Morocco had 1.2 GW of installed wind capacity. [5]

As of 2019, Morocco had a total of close to 1.8 GW in hydro-electric 
capacity. [5]

Two projects of 15 MW of small hydropower power in Morocco’s Middle 
Atlas region received approval in 2018 (HydroWorld 2018). [5]

Tramways in Rabat and Casablanca are currently being extended by 
10km by 2020 and 45km by 2025, respectively. [5]

In November 2018, Morocco was the first African country to 
commission a high-speed train line connecting the capital Rabat to 
Tangier and Casablanca. [5]

Morocco has taken small steps to encourage the uptake of electric 
vehicles (EVs). It has installed first charging stations on the highway 
between Tangier and Agadir. There are however no national targets for 
the development of electric mobility and the number of EVs in 
Morocco is still low. [5]

The main sources of agricultural emissions are land (46% of emissions 
in 2014) followed by livestock enteric fermentation (45% in 2014). The 
mitigation measures of the sector mostly consist of increasing 
plantations (e.g. of olive and citrus trees, date palms, etc.) to prevent 
soil erosion and to maintain vegetation cover. [5]

Help given to other countries:

Morocco’s commitment does not require other countries to make 
comparably deeper reductions or greater effort. [5]

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZSDo67E1k3s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1lJVi3DRGYI

Videos:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZSDo67E1k3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1lJVi3DRGYI
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