
FACT FILE: Saudi 
Arabia

Background 
Geography:

Location The Middle East

Borders Iraq 811 km, Jordan 731 km, Kuwait 221 km, Oman 
658 km, Qatar 87 km, UAE 457 km, Yemen 1307 
km

Area 2.15 million sq km 

Terrain mostly sandy desert

Climate Harsh, dry desert with great temperature extremes 

Natural 
resources

petroleum, natural gas, iron ore, gold, copper 

Land use agricultural land: 80.7% (2018 est.)

arable land: 1.5% (2018 est.)

permanent crops: 0.1% (2018 est.)

permanent pasture: 79.1% (2018 est.)

forest: 0.5% (2018 est.)



Politics:
Government Absolute monarchy

Suffrage None

Disputes and 
Unrest

Islamic militants, women have very few rights.

Economics:
General picture Big exporter of oil, gradually relaxing women’s rights, 

heavily involved in war in Yemen.

UN 
classification

Developing

Key sectors Saudi Arabia has an oil-based economy with strong 
government controls over major economic 
activities. It has about 16% of the world's proven 
petroleum reserves. 

GDP per capita $46,942 (34th in world)

Agricultural 
products

milk, dates, poultry, fruit, watermelons, barley, 
wheat, potatoes, eggs, tomatoes

Debt 17.2% of GDP

Commodities 
imported

cars, broadcasting equipment, refined petroleum, 
packaged medicines, telephones (2019)

Export partners China 18%, United Arab Emirates 12%, United 
States 9%, Germany 5% (2019)

Commodities 
exported

crude petroleum, refined petroleum, polymers, 
industrial alcohols, natural gas (2019)



Average life 
expectancy

76

Ethnicities Arab 90%, Afro-Asian 10% 

Religion Muslim (official; citizens are 85-90% Sunni and 10-
15% Shia), 

Population and trends:
Population 34.3 million, 0.45% of world total. 84% urban. 

Median age 32

Population 
growth rate

1.6%

Poverty and well-being:
Literacy 78%

Unemployment 
rate

6% (98th in world)

Population below 
poverty line

data not available

Inequality index 
(Gini)

45.9

Energy:
Electricity 0% from renewables

Fossil fuel 
production

10.4 million barrels of oil per day
(No. 3 in world)

Carbon 
footprint

16.85 tonnes per person per year, world average = 
4.7

Ecological 
footprint

5.61gha  (world average 2.75)
Sustainable = 1.63

Energy use 
(kWh per 
capita)

89452



Biodiversity:

Mammal 
Species

Very rich 
biodiversity

Endangered 
species 
numbers

Mammals: 10
Birds: 15
Reptiles: 3
Amphibians: 0

Fishes: 24
Molluscs: 2
Other Inverts: 58
Plants: 3

Pollution and Waste:

Waste 
measured Sept 
2018  (total 
logged by 
World Bank)

1.3kg waste per person per day

Air pollution 67 deaths per 100, 000

Transport:

Cars per 1000 
people

209

Public transport 
usage

No data

Gasoline fuel 
consumption 
(litres per 
capita)

2.60

Happy Planet Index:

Happy Planet 
Index

No data available



Climate Action

Paris agreement pledges:

416-562% above 1990.

Critically insufficient – consistent with global temperatures rising by 4 
degrees C.

284% of 1990 levels
1.72% of global emissions, population is 0.45% of world total.
19.4 tonnes of CO2 per person per year, but Saudi Arabia is also a 
huge exporter of fossil fuels, which are not reflected in these figures.

Plans and policies put in place since Paris:



Sources and further reading:
[1] https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/morocco/

[2] 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/climate-change-report
-card-co2-emissions

[5] https://climateactiontracker.org/countries/

[6] 
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/wesp/wesp_current/2014wesp_cou
ntry_classification.pdf
[7] 
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/gini-coefficient-by-country

[8] https://www.britannica.com/place

[9] https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14123260

[11] https://www.globalexchange.es/en/currencies-of-the-world/
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https://www.indexmundi.com/morocco/economy_profile.html#:~:text=Key%2
0sectors%20of%20the%20economy,broker%20for%20business%20throughout%20
Africa
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http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/05062019_wwf_marocco_guidebook.pdf
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