
FACT FILE: South 
Africa

Background 
Geography:

Location Africa

Borders Botswana, Lesotho, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Eswatini, Zimbabwe

Area 1,219,090 sq km 

Climate mostly semiarid; subtropical along east coast; 
sunny days, cool nights

Natural 
resources

gold, chromium, antimony, coal, iron ore, 
manganese, nickel, phosphates, tin, rare earth 
elements, uranium, gem diamonds, platinum, 
copper, vanadium, salt, natural gas

Land use agricultural land: 79.4% (2018 est.)

arable land: 9.9% (2018 est.)

permanent crops: 0.3% (2018 est.)

permanent pasture: 69.2% (2018 est.)

forest: 7.6% (2018 est.)

Further 
information

Capital Pretoria
vast interior plateau rimmed by rugged hills and 
narrow coastal plain



Politics:
Government Parliamentary Republic

Suffrage Universal

Disputes and 
Unrest

Still under transition from apartheid.

Economics:

UN 
classification

Developing

Sectors South Africa is a middle-income emerging market 
with an abundant supply of natural resources; well-
developed financial, legal, communications, energy, 
and transport sectors; and a stock exchange that is 
Africa’s largest and among the top 20 in the world.

Economy economy encompasses traditional village farming, 
modern agriculture, a wide range of modern 
industries, and a multitude of services fueled by a 
large percentage of English speakers 

GDP per 
capita

$12,482  (128th in world)

Net Debt as 
% of GDP

49%

Happy Planet Index:

Happy Planet 
Index

15.9 (128th out of 140)



Average life 
expectancy

65

Ethnicities Black African 80.9%, Colored 8.8%, White 7.8%, 
Indian/Asian 2.5% (2018 est.)

Religion Christian 86%, ancestral, tribal, animist, or other 
traditional African religions 5.4%, Muslim 1.9%, 
other 1.5%, nothing in particular 5.2% (2015 est.)

Population and trends:
Population 56,978,635 (July 2021 est.), 68% urban.

Median age 28

Population 
growth rate

0.95% 

Poverty and well-being:

Literacy 87%

Unemployment 
rate

28.5% (206th in world)

Population below 
poverty line

55.5%

Inequality index 
(Gini)

GINI = 63
HPI: 33%, 106th out of 140 countries

Energy:
Electricity 11% from renewables

Fossil fuel 
production

1600 barrels oil per day
(No. 89 in world)

Carbon 
footprint

7.77 tonnes per person per year, world average = 
4.7

Ecological 
footprint

3.31gha  (world average =2.75)
Sustainable = 1.63

Energy use 
(kWh per 
capita)

25620



Biodiversity:

Mammal 
Species

247

Endangered 
species 
numbers

Mammals 24

Birds 43

Reptiles 21

Amphibians 19

Fish 87

Molluscs 22

Plants 101

Pollution and Waste:

Waste 
measured Sept 
2018  (total 
logged by 
World Bank)

2kg of solid waste per person per day

Air pollution  4.96% of deaths attributed to air pollution as a risk 
factor

Cars per 1000 
people

174

Public transport 
usage

Rail: 269 million passengers per year, 2017

Gasoline fuel 
consumption 
(litres per 
capita)

0.60

Transport:



Climate Action

Paris agreement pledges:

Emissions 17-78% above 1990 by 2030.
26-12% above 2010 by 2030.

Climate Action Tracker rate this as highly insufficient.

Climate action tracker – not consistent with the Paris Agreement.

2017: 49.7% increase on 1990 levels.
8.2 tonnes per person per year, world average is 4.9.
1.26% of world total emissions but only 0.76% of the population.

Progress since Paris:



Sources and further reading:
[1] https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/morocco/

[2] 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/climate-change-report
-card-co2-emissions

[5] https://climateactiontracker.org/countries/

[6] 
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/wesp/wesp_current/2014wesp_cou
ntry_classification.pdf
[7] 
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/gini-coefficient-by-country

[8] https://www.britannica.com/place

[9] https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14123260

[11] https://www.globalexchange.es/en/currencies-of-the-world/

[12] 
https://www.indexmundi.com/morocco/economy_profile.html#:~:text=Key%2
0sectors%20of%20the%20economy,broker%20for%20business%20throughout%20
Africa
.[13] 
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/the-most-visited-countries-in-africa.html

[15] 
https://www.cbd.int/countries/profile/?country=ma#:~:text=Moroccan%20bi
odiversity%20includes%20more%20than,marine%20ecosystems%20are%20especia
lly%20rich
.

[17] 
http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/05062019_wwf_marocco_guidebook.pdf

[18] 
https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/dataset/what-waste-global-database/resou
rce/de74cc68-e796-4e42-9793-f140719c91ac#{view-graph:{graphOptions:{hooks:
{processOffset:{},bindEvents:{}}}},graphOptions:{hooks:{processOffset:{},b
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