
FACT FILE: Ukraine

Background 
Geography:

Location Eastern Europe

Borders Black Sea; Belarus, Hungary, Moldova, Poland, 
Romania, Russia, Slovakia

Area 603 550 km2 (the second largest European country 
after Russia)

Coastline 2,782 km

Proximity to the 
sea

Relatively close (average altitude of 175m)

Terrain Mostly fertile plains (steppes) and plateaus, with 
mountains found only in the west (the Carpathians) 
or in the extreme south of the Crimean Peninsula

Climate Temperate continental. Mediterranean only on the 
southern Crimean coast. Rain disproportionately 
distributed, highest in west and north, lesser in 
east and southeast. Winters vary from cool along 
the Black Sea to cold farther inland. Warm 
summers across the greater part of the country, 
hot in the south.

Natural 
resources

Iron ore, coal, manganese, natural gas, oil, salt, 
sulfur, graphite, titanium, magnesium, kaolin, 
nickel, mercury, timber, arable land.

Land use Agricultural land: 71.2% (2018 est.)
Arable land: 56.1% (2018 est.)
Permanent crops: 1.5% (2018 est.)
Permanent pasture: 13.6% (2018 est.)

Forest: 16.8% (2018 est.)
Other: 12% (2018 est.)



Politics:
Government Semi-presidential republic 

Suffrage 18 years old, universal 

Disputes and 
Unrest

Involved in a conflict with Russia over Crimea since 
2014. 

Economics:
Currency Hryvnia (UAH) 

General picture Suffered a fall in GDP and large inflation after the 
conflict with Russia began in 2014. Has received 
international aid which is tied to policy and 
economic reforms. The latest batch of funding was 
withheld by the IMF due to insufficient compliance 
with its reform demands. [1]

UN 
classification

Economy in transition [3in]

Key sectors Coal, electric power, ferrous and nonferrous 
metals, machinery and transport equipment, 
chemicals, food processing [1]

Tourism Tourism industry considered undeveloped and 
declining; accounts for 2.2% GDP. [4]

GDP per capita $12810

Agricultural 
products

Maize, wheat, potatoes, sunflower seed, sugar 
beet, milk, barley, soybeans, rapeseed, tomatoes. 
[1]

Debt 71% of GDP (2017 est.) [1]

Commodities 
imported

Refined petroleum, cars, packaged medicines, coal, 
natural gas. [1]

Export partners Russia (9%), China (8%), Germany (6%) [1]

Commodities 
exported

Corn, sunflower seed oils, iron and iron products, 
wheat, insulated wiring, rapeseed. [1]



Average life 
expectancy 73.18 years

Ethnicities Ukrainian 77.8%, Russian 17.3%, Belarusian 0.6%, Moldovan 0.5%, Crimean Tatar 0.5%, 

Bulgarian 0.4%, Hungarian 0.3%, Romanian 0.3%, Polish 0.3%, Jewish 0.2%, other 1.8% 

(2001 est.)

Population and trends [1]:
Population 43,745,640 (July 2021 est.). The population has undergone 

a major decline since the 1990s due to low birth rates and 
emigration.

Median age 41.2 years

Population 
growth rate

-0.49% (2021 est.)

Poverty and well-being [1]:

Literacy 99.8%

Youth 
unemployment

17.9%

Unemployment 
rate

8.89% (2019 est.)

Population below 
poverty line

1.1% (2019 est.)

Inequality index 
(Gini)

26.1

HPI: 17%, 49th out of 140

Energy [1]:

Electricity 65% fossil fuels, 23% nuclear, 12% renewables 
(2017 est.)

Fossil fuel 
production 32,000 barrels of oil per day (61st in the world)

Carbon 
footprint

5.02 tonnes per person per year, world average = 
4.7

Ecological 
footprint

2.84gha  (world average = 2.75)
Sustainable = 1.63

Energy use 
(kWh per 
capita)

26501



Biodiversity [10]:

Species 
numbers on 
land

Takes up 6% of Europe’s land area but contains 35% of its 

biodiversity, including rare species. On several migration 

routes. 70,000 species.

Endangered 
species 
numbers

826 species of flora, 542 species of fauna.

Marine life 
notes

Condition of Black Sea and Azov Sea degrading but 

showing recent improvements.Pollution and Waste:

Waste 
measured Sept 
2018  (total 
logged by 
World Bank)

 0.79kg per person per day

Air pollution 82.9 deaths per 100000

Ocean pollution The Black Sea is threatened by pollution, oil spills 
and marine traffic.

Impacts 
of pollution 
and waste 

 Mining, agriculture and the recent conflict have all 
damaged Ukraine’s ecosystems, particularly in the 
Donbas region. [13]

Cars per 1000 
people

219

Public transport 
usage

28.4 billion passenger km (2019)
399 million passengers (2014)

Gasoline fuel 
consumption 
(litres per 
capita)

0.26

Transport:

Happy Planet Index:

Happy Planet 
Index

26.4 (78th out of 140)



Climate Action
Paris agreement pledges [5]:

2016 target: Reducing greenhouse gas emissions to at least 40% 
below 1990 levels (including land use change and forestry) by 2030

Updated 2020 target: Reducing greenhouse gas emissions to at least 
58-64% below 1990 levels (including land use change and forestry) by 
2030

Updated energy strategy: renewable energy dominated by hydropower 
but also including wind, solar and bioenergy.

Scheme to pay providers of renewable energy through feed-in tariffs.

Requires big emitters to audit their emissions as preparation for a future 
Emission Trading System.

2030 Transport Strategy requires a 60% emission reduction from 1990, 
but 69% had already been achieved in 2017.

Action plan and government note on energy efficient buildings 
approved in 2020.

Electric vehicle imports VAT-exempt, but environmental tax on car 
emissions abolished in 2015.

Plans and policies put in place since Paris 
[5]:

Progress towards meeting obligations [5]:

“Critically insufficient” on Climate Action Tracker for 2016 target, 
upgraded to “Insufficient” based on updated 2020 target.

Projected to meet 2020 Paris Agreement target.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fe3UnyccigQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=obxGLL5uOlY

Videos:



Sources and further reading:
[1] https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/ukraine/

[2] 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/climate-change-report
-card-co2-emissions
[3] 
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/wesp/wesp_current/2014wesp_cou
ntry_classification.pdf
[4]
 https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-are-the-biggest-industries-in-ukraine.
html
[5] https://climateactiontracker.org/countries/

[6] 
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/wesp/wesp_current/2014wesp_cou
ntry_classification.pdf
[7] 
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/gini-coefficient-by-country

[8] https://www.britannica.com/place

[9] https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/share-deaths-air-pollution

[10] https://cbd.int/countries/profile

[11] https://www.globalexchange.es/en/currencies-of-the-world/

[12] 
https://wwf.panda.org/discover/knowledge_hub/where_we_work/black_sea_basin/
?
[13] 
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/ukraines-donbas-bears-brunt-toxic-
armed-conflict
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