
FACT FILE: UK

Background 
Geography:

Location Western Europe

Borders Ireland

Area 243,930 sq km

Terrain Mostly rugged hills and low mountains; level to 
rolling plains in east and southeast

Climate Temperate; moderated by prevailing southwest 
winds over the North Atlantic Current; more than 
one-half of the days are overcast

Natural 
resources

Coal, petroleum, natural gas, iron ore, lead, zinc, 
gold, tin, limestone, salt, clay, chalk, gypsum, 
potash, silica sand, slate, arable land

Land use agricultural land: 71% (2018 est.)
arable land: 25.1% (2018 est.)
permanent crops: 0.2% (2018 est.)
permanent pasture: 45.7% (2018 est.)
forest: 11.9% (2018 est.)



Politics:
Government Parliamentary constitutional monarchy

Suffrage Universal

Economics:
Currency British pound

UN 
classification

Developed

GDP per capita $46,659

Industry Machine tools, electric power equipment, automation 
equipment, railroad equipment, shipbuilding, aircraft, 
motor vehicles and parts, electronics and 
communications equipment, metals, chemicals, coal, 
petroleum, paper and paper products, food processing, 
textiles, clothing, other consumer goods

Happy Planet Index:

Happy Planet 
Index

31.9  (34th out of 140 countries)



Average life 
expectancy

81

Ethnicities White 87.2%, 
Black/African/Caribbean/black British 3%, 
Asian/Asian British: Indian 2.3%, 
Asian/Asian British: Pakistani 1.9%

Population and trends:
Population 66,052,076 (84% urban)

Median age 40.6

Population 
growth rate

0.48%

Poverty and well-being:
Literacy 99%

Unemployment 
rate

3.2%

Population below 
poverty line

18.6%

Inequality index 
(Gini)

34.8

HPI: 9%, 19th out of 140 countries

Energy:
Electricity 41% from renewables, 6th in world

Crude oil 
production

1 million barrels per day, No. 20 in world.

Carbon 
footprint

5.99 tonnes per person per year, world average = 
4.7

Ecological 
footprint

4.9 gha, world average = 2.75
Sustainable = 1.63

Energy use 
(kWh per 
capita)

32250



Biodiversity:

Species 
numbers on 
land

107 mammal species, 574 bird species

Endangered 
species 
numbers

5 mammals, 4 birds, 1 reptile, 43 fish, 6 molluscs, 15 plants

Pollution and Waste:

Waste 
measured Sept 
2018  (total 
logged by 
World Bank)

1.79 kg per person per day

Air pollution  
deaths per 
100,000

17.78

Cars per 1000 
people

471

Public transport 80.5 billion passenger km per year; 1763 millon 
passengers per year.

Gasoline fuel 
consumption 
(litres per 
capita)

0.80

Transport:



Climate Action
Paris agreement pledges:

2030 unconditional target 40% below 1990.

Climate Action Tracker rates this as insufficient as it is not consistent 
with holding temperature rises to below 2 degrees C, never mind 1.5 
degrees C. 

The UK is cutting its emissions faster than it pledged to do in Paris 
2014, but it is still not enough. The UK was the first major world 
economy to legistlate for net zero carbon emissions, albeit by 2050.

Plans and policies put in place since Paris:



Sources and further reading:
[1] https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/morocco/

[2] 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/climate-change-report
-card-co2-emissions

[5] https://climateactiontracker.org/countries/

[6] 
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/wesp/wesp_current/2014wesp_cou
ntry_classification.pdf
[7] 
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/gini-coefficient-by-country

[8] https://www.britannica.com/place

[9] https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14123260

[11] https://www.globalexchange.es/en/currencies-of-the-world/
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https://www.indexmundi.com/morocco/economy_profile.html#:~:text=Key%2
0sectors%20of%20the%20economy,broker%20for%20business%20throughout%20
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odiversity%20includes%20more%20than,marine%20ecosystems%20are%20especia
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http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/05062019_wwf_marocco_guidebook.pdf
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rce/de74cc68-e796-4e42-9793-f140719c91ac#{view-graph:{graphOptions:{hooks:
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