
FACT FILE: USA

Background 
Geography:

Location North America

Borders Canada, Mexico

Area 9,833,517 sq km 

Climate Mostly temperate, but tropical in Hawaii and 
Florida, arctic in Alaska, semiarid in the great 
plains west of the Mississippi River, and arid in the 
Great Basin of the southwest. 

Natural 
resources

Coal, copper, lead, molybdenum, phosphates, rare 
earth elements, uranium, bauxite, gold, iron, 
mercury, nickel, potash, silver, tungsten, zinc, 
petroleum, natural gas, timber, arable land .

Further notes Vast central plain, mountains in west, hills and low 
mountains in east; rugged mountains and broad 
river valleys in Alaska; rugged, volcanic topography 
in Hawaii.

agricultural land: 44.5% (2018 est.)

arable land: 16.8% (2018 est.)

permanent crops: 0.3% (2018 est.)

permanent pasture: 27.4% (2018 est.)

forest: 33.3% (2018 est.)

Natural Hazards:

Tsunamis; volcanoes; earthquake activity around 
Pacific Basin; hurricanes along the Atlantic and Gulf 
of Mexico coasts; tornadoes in the Midwest and 
Southeast; mud slides in California; forest fires in 
the west; flooding; permafrost in northern Alaska, a 
major impediment to development.

[I
ns
er
t 
m
ap
, 
Wi
ki
m
ed
ia 
co
m
m
on
s]



Politics:
Government constitutional federal republic 

Suffrage Universal

Further notes Currently a very divided country, with problems of 
inequality, race, mistrust of expertise and belief in 
conspiracy theories.

Economics:
UN 
classification

Developed

Sectors remains the most technologically powerful 
economy in the world – at the forefront in 
computers, pharmaceuticals, aerospace and 
military equipment – but its advantages have 
narrowed since WWII, with output now falling 
behind China’s, as investment in infrastructure, 
science, industry, and human capital have lagged 

GDP per capita $62,530 (15th in world)

Net Debt as % 
of GDP

82%

Export partners Canada, 18.3%; Mexico, 15.7%; China, 8.4%, Japan, 4.4%



Average life 
expectancy

79

Ethnicities white 72.4%, black 12.6%,
Asian 4.8%, Amerindian and
Alaska native 0.9%, native
Hawaiian and other Pacific islander 0.2% 

Religion Protestant 46.5%, Roman Catholic 20.8%, Jewish 
1.9%, Mormon 
1.6% 

Population and trends:
Population 335 million, 83% urban

Median age 38.1

Population 
growth rate

0.7% 

Poverty and well-being:

Literacy 99%

Unemployment 
rate

3.89%  (58th of 140)

Population below 
poverty line

15%

Inequality index 
(Gini)

41.1

HPI: 13% inequality, 34th out of 140

Energy:
Electricity 21% from renewables

Fossil fuel 
production

10.9 million barrels oil per day.
(No. 1 in world)

Carbon 
Footprint

15.5 tonnes per person per year, world average = 
4.7

Ecological 
footprint

8.22gha (world average 2.75). Sustainable = 1.63

Energy use 
(kWh per 
capita)

79897



Biodiversity:

Animal species 428

Endangered 
species 
numbers

Mammals 35

Birds 77

Reptiles 37

Fish 43

Molluscs 6

Plants 15

Pollution and Waste:

Waste 
measured Sept 
2018  (total 
logged by 
World Bank)

 2.58kg per person of solid waste per day.

Pollution 1.83 deaths from air pollution per 100,000, 2017.

Cars per 1000 
people

875

Public transport 
usage

Rail: 10.6 billion passenger kilometres, 2019

Gasoline fuel 
consumption 
(litres per 
capita)

4.39

Transport:

Happy Planet Index:

Happy Planet 
Index

20.7  (108th in world)



Climate Action
Paris agreement pledges:

10-17% below 1990 by 2025
26% below 2005 levels by 2025 – classified as insufficient by Climate 
Tracker as it would not be compatible with holding temp rises below 2 
degrees C, never mind 1.5 degrees C.

Critically insufiicient, having withdrawn from Paris (Trump). How will 
President Biden’s plans affect this?

2017: 0.4% less than 1990 levels.
15.7 tonnes per person per year, world average is 4.9.
13.8% of world total emissions but only has 4.25% or world 
population.

Progress since Paris:



Sources and further reading:
[1] https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/morocco/

[2] 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/climate-change-report
-card-co2-emissions

[5] https://climateactiontracker.org/countries/

[6] 
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/wesp/wesp_current/2014wesp_cou
ntry_classification.pdf
[7] 
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/gini-coefficient-by-country

[8] https://www.britannica.com/place

[9] https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14123260

[11] https://www.globalexchange.es/en/currencies-of-the-world/
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https://www.indexmundi.com/morocco/economy_profile.html#:~:text=Key%2
0sectors%20of%20the%20economy,broker%20for%20business%20throughout%20
Africa
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https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/the-most-visited-countries-in-africa.html
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https://www.cbd.int/countries/profile/?country=ma#:~:text=Moroccan%20bi
odiversity%20includes%20more%20than,marine%20ecosystems%20are%20especia
lly%20rich
.

[17] 
http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/05062019_wwf_marocco_guidebook.pdf
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https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/dataset/what-waste-global-database/resou
rce/de74cc68-e796-4e42-9793-f140719c91ac#{view-graph:{graphOptions:{hooks:
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